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Stagebridge commemorates the Free Speech Movement  
50th Anniversary with original play FSM 

 

(Oakland, CA)  Stagebridge Theatre Company presents FSM, an original play with music that 
chronicles the 1964 Free Speech Movement at UC Berkeley as lived then and seen now by 
participants on all sides. Performances will be held September 20-21 and 27-28 at Brava Theater 
Center and Berkeley Repertory Theatre, respectively. 
 

The legacy of the Free Speech Movement and student leader Mario Savio are felt strongly at 
Stagebridge. Mario’s widow Lynne Hollander is a longtime company member, while his son, Daniel 
Savio teaches at Stagbridge’s Performing Arts Training Institute. In anticipation of the 50th anniversary 
of the movement, veteran playwright Joan Holden was commissioned to write a script that tells its 
story, while Bruce Barthol and Daniel Savio collaborated on the play’s music and lyrics. The production 
is directed by Erin Merritt. The cast features Stagebridge company members Abe Bernstein, Pat Davis, 
Gary Green, Charmaine Hitchcox, Lynne Hollander, Bill Liebman, Merle Nadlin, and Miyoko Sakatani, 
who perform alongside professional Bay Area actors including Dan Hiatt as Clark Kerr and Brady 
Morales-Woolery as Mario Savio. 
 

FSM celebrates the joy, moral purpose, and occasional absurdity of being young and passionately 
political, while taking into account the consequences. The play takes 60’s politics seriously, 
commending the ways the Free Speech Movement opened doors for various other liberation 
movements of the decade.  
 

Preview performances will be held September 20 & 21 at Brava Theater Center in San Francisco. The 
premiere and additional performances will be held September 27 & 28 at Berkeley Repertory Theatre. 
At both locations, Saturday performances will be at 8pm and Sunday performances will be at 2pm and 
7pm. A post-show conversation with the creative team will take place following the 2pm performance 
on September 28. To purchase tickets online visit www.brownpapertickets.com and search “FSM.” 
For more information, please visit www.stagebridge.org/FSM. 

Stagebridge, based in Oakland, California, is the nation’s oldest and most renowned theatre company of older 
adults. Founded in 1978, the company's mission is to transform the lives of older adults and their communities through 
the performing arts. Stagebridge offers professionally-taught classes for seniors in its Performing Arts Training 
Institute, as well as storytelling programs in Bay Area public schools in its Storybridge program.  Through Seniors 
Reaching Out events, the company brings high-quality entertainment and hands-on creativity to community venues 
serving active and frail elders.  Stagebridge also provides performance-based staff training to healthcare workers and 
senior services providers.  Lastly, Stagebridge produces public storytelling performances and new theatrical works that 
showcase the rich and varied experiences of older adults to a multigenerational audience. 

Stagebridge is the winner of the 2013 MetLife Creative Aging Award and the 2009 American Society on Aging MetLife 
MindAlert Award.  The company’s work has been featured on ABC‐TV, CNN, National Public Radio, in The Huffington 
Post, the Washington Post, Modern Maturity, Oakland Magazine, Storytelling Magazine and at national and regional 
conferences.  
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