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Grandparents have lived through major events and changing times. They are living history. 
Stagebridge encourages students to talk to grandparents and other older adults and then write 
stories about them. When they are shared with others, the stories become part of a community’s 
history. They connect people to each other. 

The written stories may be stories you heard from your 
grandparents, stories you heard about your grandparents, or, 
perhaps, stories concerning how you feel about your 
grandparents or other elders in your life. You may also draw a 
picture* to illustrate the story.   

Fill out the entry form (below) and send the story to 
Grandparent’s Tales Writing Awards. 

*Note: Make sure the illustration is on white paper using black pen, 
paint, or marker so we can photocopy it for the judges. Colored 
crayons do not reproduce well. 

 

 

Explore Your Family History 

 

Writing about grandparents can be fun. Many have come to this country from other lands; others 
know what your town was like half a century ago. If they live elsewhere or have died, ask your 
parents about them. If they speak another language, ask your parents or someone else to 
translate. If you are not able to learn stories about your grandparents, talk to a neighbor or 
another older person – it might make them happy, and you’ll hear interesting stories. 

Ask good questions (there are sample questions on the next page), be interested in the 
answers, and make notes about what you hear- then write the story. Then, if possible, show it to 
the person you wrote about. They can answer any questions you had while you were writing.   

 

What to Put into Your Story 

 

Start by introducing the person you are writing about, then tell us a story about him or her. This 
could be a favorite memory from childhood or a story about a long and difficult journey or a 
special gift or a favorite friend. Whatever the story, make sure it has a beginning, a middle and 
an end. In the last paragraph, tell us how the story makes you feel and what you learned from it. 
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Awards 

 

Every participating student receives a certificate.  Teachers receive Stagebridge storytelling 
recordings.  The top story writers receive a book. Some stories are also printed in the 

newspaper, read on radio or published on our website (www.stagebridge.org). 

 

Tips 

 

 Sit down with your grandparents or other elders at a time and place without a lot of noise 
or other distractions. Familiar surroundings will help everyone feel comfortable.  Stop the 
interview if people get tired, and continue later. 

 Ask specific but open-ended questions, rather than questions that can be answered with 
“yes” or “no.” Some sample questions are below.  

 Always listen carefully to the answers to your questions. 

 Be ready with several different questions. Sometimes it takes a little while for people to 
relax and talk about their lives. Some questions will remind them of what happened in 
their lives, and some will not. If they hesitate in the middle of answering, try asking, 
“What happened next?"  

 Photo albums, scrapbooks, mementos or favorite objects can help them recall 

memories.  

 

Sample Questions 

 

 These questions can help get the interview started.  You don’t need to ask them all, but 
you should have several prepared.  You can also ask questions that grow out of your 
grandparents’ answers. 

 Show a family photograph and ask, “What was happening in your life when this 
photograph was taken?” 

 Where did you go to school?  Do you remember something exciting, interesting, or 
embarrassing that happened to you there?  

 What games did you play as a child?  What was your favorite?  What do you remember 
about the friends you played with as a child? 

 How did you learn to cook?  What was your favorite or worst dish?  Why? 

 Did you ever move from one place to another?  Why?  What happened? 

 Tell me about one of your first jobs.  What were conditions like then? 

 How did you meet the person you married?  What was a memorable moment in your 
relationship? 

 What was one of your most exciting adventures or journeys? 

 How did a war, natural disaster, or other event such as a depression or the civil rights 
movement affect your life?  

 What was your most memorable gift as a child, or as an adult? 

 What would you like for me to always remember? 

  


