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Program Overview 

E.P.I.C. is a Stagebridge Performing Arts Institute program in which students will have an option to 

commit to a two-year comprehensive storytelling program OR take the classes stand-alone. Students 

who complete the entire program will benefit from completing an internship or final project, participate 

in a program showcase and receive certificate of completion.  

There are a total of six classes that will be offered, one class per semester, taught by award-winning 

national tellers (MaryGay Ducey, Olga Loya to name a few!) as well as Stagebridge staff. The six 

courses offered are as follows (not necessarily in this order): 

 Storytelling 101: Oral tradition, storytelling history, explorations in various genres and styles of 

storytelling, storytelling basics. 

 Personal Storytelling: Bringing your personal and family stories to life! 

 Historical Storytelling: Turning history and information into living, vibrant stories! 

 Folklore from Around the World: Exploring stories from various cultures and traditions. 

 Storytelling for Performance: Vocal Training, Stage presence, Mic usage, character voices and 

more. 

 Storytelling with Intergenerational Audiences: Connecting children with seniors through stories 

in schools and various settings.  

 

Workshops 

The program will also feature one time workshops/lectures featuring various storytelling perspectives. 

Leaders and experts in their fields will lead workshops on a variety of topics.  Examples might be: 

Contemporary Storytelling (i.e., Moth, Snap Judgement, Front Porch), Digital Storytelling, Narrative 

Medicine, Storycorps, Storytelling in Movies, TimeSlips, Storytelling for Organizations etc. 

Program Completion Requirements 

Students that complete at least five of the six classes offered, attend a majority of the workshops and 

complete the Internship/Culminating Project will be eligible to participate in the EPIC  Showcase and 

receive a certificate of completion at the program commencement. 

 

“Stories make us more alive, more human, more courageous, more loving.” 

-Madeleine L’Engle 
 

If you are interested in finding out more about E.P.I.C., contact Stagebridge Senior Theatre at 510-444-

4755 or email at kirk@stagebridge.org / info@stagebridge.org. 

 

mailto:info@stagebridge.org


S T A G E B R I D G E 

EPIC INSTRUCTORS 
(Year One) 

 

Mary Gay Ducey 
Mary Gay Ducey is a storyteller who performs throughout the United 

States, Canada, and Ireland. She has appeared at the National 

Storytelling Festival and at the Timpanogos Storytelling Festival and 

was featured on the television program, Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. 

She is a retired children’s librarian at a branch of the Oakland Public 

Library where she trained staff for volunteer story-readers placed in 

Oakland Head Start programs. 

After a childhood in segregated New Orleans, Ducey moved to 

Berkeley—just in time for the protest marches and sit-ins. From a 

childhood steeped in tradition and heritage to beginning her own family 

amidst the social unrest of the sixties, Ducey lived the social change which swept the country. As a 

storyteller, she draws from her life experiences to delight audiences with her humorous and insightful 

tales that mix personal and historical, literary and folk. 

Ducey is the former chairperson of the National Association for the Preservation and Perpetuation of 

Storytelling, the 2001 recipient of the Oracle Award for Distinguished National Service in Storytelling, 

and was named one of the “Outstanding Women of Berkeley” by the Berkeley Commission on the 

Status of Women. She has taught storytelling at the University of California, Berkeley’s Library School 

and at Santa Rosa Junior College and Dominican College. She is the co-founder and co-director of the 

Bay Area Storytelling Festival. 

 

Olga Loya 

Nationally known Latina storyteller, performance artist, keynote speaker and 

author, Olga Loya dramatically and vividly mixes Spanish and English in her 

performances. Her repertoire reveals the diversity and richness of our 

collective culture in its commonality and individuality. Olga also performs an 

extensive repertoire of colorful tales from around the world that entertains, and 

awaken the audiences' awareness of other cultures. Loya uses stories to 

examine themes such as healing, racism, bullying, multiculturalism, 

forgiveness, and our environment. Olga Loya's performance style ranges from 

improvisation to movement, dance, music, and song. 

As a workshop leader, Olga Loya combines her skills as a performer and 

teacher to encourage participants to listen, use their language, to tell stories and, above all, to develop a 

love for the story. 



Loya is an award-winning author of a bilingual Spanish-English book called Magic Moments. She is the 

author of three books: Left Out, Growing up in East Los Angeles, and Ghost House. Each book has an 

accompanying video. Loya also has stories in the collections of four other books and has a CD named 

“Uncle Rabbit.” 

Loya has been the recipient of the following grants: 

California Arts Education Grant, California Arts Tourist grant, The Lucille Packard Foundation, Arts 

Council Silicon Valley, and the Mexican Heritage Foundation. She is on the roster of the following Arts 

Councils: Los Angeles Music Center Education Division, Santa Barbara-San Luis Obispo Children's 

Creative Project, and the Cultural Council of Santa Cruz. 

A featured teller at many festivals, including the Guadalajara, Mexico Festival and the Jonesborough 

National Storytelling Festival, Loya also performs and teaches workshops in museums, theaters, 

conferences, correctional facilities, universities, libraries, festivals, concerts, and schools throughout the 

United States and Mexico. 

 

Kirk Waller 

With a lifelong love of story, literature and the visual arts, Kirk Waller has been immersed in these art 

forms for over 20 years. He summons all of his God-given talents and masterfully fuses them together: 

spoken word, rhythm, music and movement to create an unforgettable storytelling experience. 
 He has garnered national recognition for his abilities, including 

being awarded the J.J. Reneaux Emerging Artist Grant by the 

National Storytelling Network, receiving a Parent’s Choice 

Foundation GOLD award for his CD, “But Why? Stories, Music and 

Songs”, First Place in the Phi Rho Pi National Forensics Speech 

Championship and was also a Marin Arts Council Community Arts 

Grant recipient for his work with Fair Housing of Marin, Colors of 

Diversity Storytelling Project. Kirk has told locally, nationally and 

internationally including the National Storytelling Festival in 

Jonesborough, Tnn., and a recent tour of Guadalajara, Puebla, 

Mexico City and Queretaro, Mexico.   

Kirk received his Bachelor's Degree in English and his Master's in Creative Writing from San Francisco 

State University. 

He is also the Director of Storytelling Programs at Stagebridge. Kirk is a member of the National 

Storytelling Network and former chair of the Storytelling Association of California and is on the 

advisory committee of Tell It on Tuesday at the Marsh.  

 


