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Mi Historia – My Story 

 

After my retirement from teaching for the Oakland Unified School District in May of 2011, I met 

Laurie Coyle, a filmmaker, and I became involved in her film project Adios Amor – the Search 

for Maria Moreno. In 2012, I was hired as her coordinator of Outreach and Engagement to 

produce curriculum for the film. As our work together evolved and I joined Stagebridge, we 

discovered our common interest in the power of storytelling as a way to build leadership, heal 

from past traumas, and build resiliency. It was then that we began our research around the 

building of a sister project to become the engagement piece to Adios Amor.   

 

We were able to secure a one-year fellowship with the Bay Area Video Coalition, and 

attendance at a 10-day-long new media incubator through the Latino Producers Institute where 

we continued to build on our research and begin the seeds of a storytelling website focused on 

the stories of Latina immigrants and first-generation students. I approached Joe Lambert of the 

StoryCenter in Berkeley about our work and we were able to receive scholarships to attend a 

digital storytelling workshop.  

 

In addition, through previous work that Laurie had done with the Chicana Latina Foundation 

(CLF), I reconnected with Olga Talamante, their Executive Director, and an organization I had 

been a part of in its conceptual beginning when I was a college student. The Chicana Latina 

Foundation became MiHistoria’s fiscal agent when we co-wrote and secured a grant from 

California Humanities. 

 

Since our inception, I have facilitated several workshops each year to gather stories for our 

website. We have held workshops at the Oakland Public Library, at conferences such as the 

Teachers4Social Justice and MALCS (Mujeres Activas en Letras y Ciencias), in Colleges 

(SFState, City College) and with Farmworker Women. We have 100 stories posted to the 

website currently and have been working over the last year+ to update our website and make it 

“responsive” via mobile devices. We also have an additional 80 stories in the pipeline that will 

post after we transition.  

 

EPIC “Project” 

 

http://www.mihistoria.net/


For my Epic Project, I wanted to step-up our stories and showcase Latina farmworker stories of 

courage, resistance and opportunity as a counter narrative to rising anti-immigrant sentiments, 

making visible the unrecognized contributions of Latina immigrants and farm workers here in 

California. I wanted to grow and invite our audiences to enter into a dialogue around issues of 

critical importance to Latina immigrant and farmworker women, and with oral story 

performances inspire audience members to join with us in the struggle of Latinas to be 

embraced and celebrated in American society. 

 

Since 2014, MiHistoria.net has partnered with Lideres Campesinas 

(http://www.liderescampesinas.org) to foster storytelling among farmworker women ( 

http://www.mihistoria.net/lideres/?theme=lideres-campesinas ). In 2016, we initiated a new 

phase in this work, presenting our first performance of farmworker women in Oxnard, California, 

the birthplace of the farmworkers movement 100 years ago (with a $10,000 grant from 

California Humanities). 

 

What we have, so far. 

 

For our EPIC project I sought support for and garnered over $8,000 to develop a prototype for 

an oral performance initiative through a Center for Cultural Innovation Investing in Tomorrow 

(CCI) grant and through individual donations. Our “prototype” will be able to be replicated and 

adapted in rural communities and shared with urban audiences. This monetary support was 

garnered in September of 2017 and will culminate in an oral storytelling/mixed media 

performance in October of 2018 in San Francisco. 

 

We have a troupe of 16 farmworker women from Lideres Campesinas available, ready, and 

prepared to share their stories and have conversations with a larger audience. There are four 

main strands to their stories:  Sexual Harassment, Pesticides, Labor Conditions, and 

Immigration. Several will share at the October event/s, several when Adios Amor screens, and 

others at a similar event on the Central Coast.  

 

What still needs to be done.   

 

My EPIC Project is not “done”. The “public” event has not yet happened and I will need to ask 

CCI for an extension until December 31. In my work to complete this project, it has been 

challenging to “wait.” MiHistoria wanted to partner with CUESA (Center for Urban Education 

about Sustainable Agriculture) to tie in the upscale (San Francisco:  Ferry Building and Oakland:  

Jack London Square) farmers market goers with the people who put food on their tables. We 

began negotiations in early (January) 2017 after playing email tag in late 2016, and just when 

we were about to move ahead with the project, the principal point person at CUESA abruptly left 

http://www.liderescampesinas.org/
http://www.mihistoria.net/lideres/?theme=lideres-campesinas


the organization. After months and months of seeking; a new point-person was hired and began 

her employment with CUESA just a short 3 weeks ago. We have begun a new process and so 

far, signs are that our event will proceed. We are setting dates, with a proposed October date to 

still be negotiated. CUESA is proposing to sponsor a different off-site venue --- since the themes 

of the stories we will present are “mature” especially around Sexual Harassment. But 

terms/conditions/non-negotiables are proceeding nicely. In addition to the storytelling, we will 

also be providing a panel of speakers on another day, to address the conditions and issues 

brought forth by our storytellers.  

 

Conclusions  

 

In conclusion, to reiterate, MiHistoria is a bilingual storytelling initiative that bears witness to the 

Latina experience and empowers Latinas to be the authors of their own stories. Storytelling is 

an ancient art, perhaps the most accessible art practiced by people who are not professional 

artists. And yet, perhaps because of its populism, storytelling has only recently begun to be 

recognized as a powerful oral art form, like poetry and drama. MiHistoria works with ordinary 

women to "midwife" their extraordinary stories of courage, resilience, dignity, humor, ingenuity 

and creativity, and presents their creative expression via performance and online 

(www.mihistoria.net). 

 

Immigrant and farmworker women are underserved by the arts establishment in California: they 

are rarely considered audience members or consumers of art, let alone practitioners. Through 

our workshops and presentations, MiHistoria turns upside down the assumptions of who a 

storyteller is, demonstrating that farmworker women are capable of creating captivating stories 

that touch the hearts of others. MiHistoria also challenges expectations within the farmworker 

and immigrant community, making storytelling and performing participatory, and planting the 

seed for art as a life path.  

  

 We would love it if our friends from Stagebridge come and invite their friends to 

MiHistoria/Adios Amor’s events. 

 As audience members, our friends from Stagebridge, dialogue with our storytellers on 

their creative process and the themes of their stories, such as access and equity, 

leadership and voice, migration, activism and dreams. 

 If our friends at Stagebridge publicize our event to their networks. 

 Follow us at www.MiHistoria.net and on Facebook 

 Share by posting to their Facebook pages. 

 Take materials from the info zones at our events; share and take action on the items 

presented. 

 

http://www.mihistoria.net/
http://www.mihistoria.net/


Finally, in a media-saturated era when everyone demands to be heard, the people at the 

foundation of our society - the people who work the land - are the least likely to be granted a 

creative, expressive outlet. With so few opportunities for the public to engage with the Latinas 

whose work feeds the nation, it will be truly transformative when these women command the 

stage. Hearts will be touched and minds opened about the creative and inner lives of immigrant 

and farmworker women. 
 


