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25 Year Adventure of the Heart 
 

The story Three Weddings and An Annulment emerged In 2013, in honor of my lifetime partner 
and wife, Joanie, and I celebrating the 20th anniversary of our committed relationship.  I wanted 
those who heard the story to experience the challenges and joys that accompanied our journey 
in the struggle for marriage equality. After receiving feedback in my StageBridge storytelling 
class, I auditioned for Love Lines and performed the story in February 2013 at La Pena Cultural 
Center in Berkeley.   
 
I received additional feedback on this story when auditioning for Love Lines this year, 2018.  I 
learned the importance of not turning to the side when talking to Joanie, but rather to continue 
facing the audience.   
 
In 2018, the 25th anniversary of our relationship intersected with my need for an EPIC 
Storytelling Project and inspired me to develop a two-story series called 25 Year Adventure of 
the Heart.  The second story developed into a side-by-side story with my wife, Joanie.  We 
share how we met, how we navigate the tough times, how we pursue our purpose, how we 
support each other in following our passions in life, and how we create resilience, adventure 
and fun over the years.  
 
Joanie and I performed the side-by-side story in my storytelling class with Jeanne Haynes in the 
winter quarter of 2018 and received helpful feedback.  The class suggested we needed to bring 
forward the more challenging moments and strengthen the side by side energy together.    
 
Kirk Waller suggested that we have an emcee to introduce the two stories for the final EPIC 
performance who would invite the audience to ask questions, offer appreciations and share 
briefly their insights in building resilient relationships.  We chose Lois Kincy, a good friend and 
accomplished storyteller, to be our emcee.  We rehearsed both stories with Kirk and Lois and 
received quality feedback in early April.   
 
In mid-April 2018, we performed both stories 
with family and friends in three celebrations.  
We then offered a one hour EPIC performance 
and celebration at StageBridge in May, with Lois 
Kincy emceeing.  Over 50 folks attended and the 
response was filled with gratitude and 
enthusiasm. We raised $132 in donations for our 
beloved StageBridge. 
 
We will perform some version of these two 
stories at the Marsh in Berkeley in November 
2018.  We will receive additional coaching in this 
process from Jeanne Haynes.     


