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By John Holmgren

Until now there have been 
two primary reverse mortgage 
products: the FHA-insured home 
equity conversion mortgage, or 
HECM (fixed and variable), and 
“jumbo” products for higher loan 
balances and property values. 
These products have generally 
been used by persons who wish 
to receive a monthly income or 
who want to improve cash flow 
by substituting a reverse mort-
gage with no monthly payments 
for their traditional mortgages 
that do require payments.

These products have left out 
an important middle sector: re-
tired persons with a mortgage 
who are able to comfortably 

make their mortgage payments 
but who want to draw upon their 
home equity to obtain cash for 
some purpose and don’t want to 
take on an additional monthly 
payment. 

There is an equity share 
non-mortgage product that ac-
complishes this objective, but 
does so by sharing equity with 
the provider of cash, something 
many homeowners are reluctant 
to do.

The new reverse second mort-
gage works in very much the 
same way as the “jumbo” reverse 
mortgage in the following ways:

•  Funds availability is deter-
mined by software that incorpo-
rates the age of the homeown-

er(s), the property value, and the 
amount currently owed.

•  The amount available for 
distribution is paid in a lump sum 
and does not require payments.

•  The rate is a fixed rate, cur-
rently 6.99%.

Most homeowners will com-
pare this product to home equity 
lines of credit, which are usual-
ly variable rate loans tied to the 
Prime Rate (currently 5.25%) 
plus a margin that is typically 
1-2%, making the current rate 
6.25-7.25%. They will also com-
pare it to getting a reverse first 
mortgage and continuing to make 
payments if/when they wish to do 
so to reduce interest accumula-
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By Cookie Segelstein

Computer tips and helpful 
suggestions, especially for peo-
ple who are not entirely com-
fortable using their computers.

Dear MacMama:
I was told that I can print 

from my iPhone and my iPad. 
How do I do that?

Jeff C. Oakland

Dear Jeff:
Yes indeed, you can print 

full quality documents and 
pictures from your iPhone and 
iPad as well as your Mac. For 
this to work, several things 
have to be in place.

First of all, you have to make 
sure that your printer supports 
AirPrint, which is Apple’s 
wireless full printing technol-
ogy that allows you to print 
without downloading drivers. 
Apple maintains a list of com-
patible printers, although most 
current printers have this abil-
ity. 

Here is the URL address 
for Apple’s compatible printer 
list, which is updated monthly 
by most manufacturers: https://
suppor t .apple .com /en-us /
HT201311

Importantly, you must make 
sure that your printer and your 
device (iPhone or iPad) are on 
the same wireless network.  
Then, you open the app you 
want to print from, like Mail 
or Photos, and look for the 
“share” icon which is a small 
rectangle with an arrow on the 
top. Then select “Print” and 
choose the printer that shows 
in the printer list. As long as 
all of the above conditions are 
met (AirPrint compatible print-
er, both on the same wireless 
network), and you are running 
a current enough operating sys-
tem on your iPhone or iPad, it 
SHOULD work.

But, sometimes it doesn’t. 
Some possible reasons are:

1.  The WiFi network is too 
weak, you are too far from the 
modem/router.

2.  The App does not support 
AirPrint (not all do).

3.  You are on a 5 GHz fre-
quency WiFi network, and your 
printer only supports 2.4 GHz.

The last issue can be com-
plicated. The primary differ-
ences between the 2.4 GHz 
and 5GHzwireless frequen-
cies are range and band-
width. 5GHzprovides faster 
data rates at a shorter distance, 
whereas 2.4GHz offers cover-
age for farther distances, but 
may perform at slower speeds. 

Today’s modem/router com-
bos from Xfinity and AT&T 
usually provide a network that 
will go back and forth between 
the 2 frequencies automatical-
ly, choosing the best one at the 
time. This can be problematic 
for some older printers, and in 
some cases, the router has to be 
configured to provide both a 5 
GHz and 2.4 GHz network, so 
you can put the printer on the 
2.4 GHz network manually, 
and join that one with your de-
vice to successfully print.

If the printer is available to 
your iPhone or iPad, it will au-
tomatically show in the printer 
list. And if yours does not show 
up, check the website listed 
above, or better yet, the manu-
factures website.

Cookie Segelstein is the 
MacMama, an Apple Certified 
Service Professional that pro-
vides Apple computer consul-
tation and trouble-shooting in 
your home and office. For more 
information, call 520-7760, 
email cookie@themacmama.
com, or visit her website at 
www.themacmama.com and 
themacmama.blogspot.com.

Printing from iPhone and iPad

By Vicki Wong

It’s time to celebrate! Stage-
bridge Senior Theatre will caps 
four decades of creativity with 
a 40th Anniversary Celebra-
tion on Saturday, November 3 at 
3:00 p.m. The public is invited 
to share an afternoon of music, 
food, community, raffle prizes, 
silent auction and more. Tickets 
for the celebration are available 
at www.stagebridge.org.

The guest of honor will be 
Barbara Johnson, Coordina-
tor of Stagebridge’s Storybridge 
School Program and Grandpar-
ent Tales annual writing contest. 

With a colorful past, includ-
ing stints as a truck driver and 
flight attendant before coming 
to Stagebridge in the 1990s, Bar-
bara has been running the Sto-
rybridge program for more than 
20 years, sending older adult and 
master storytellers into local ele-

mentary schools. She has bridged 
the generations as children learn 
to see the world through the eyes 
of seniors – and vice-versa. 

In recognition of her efforts, 
she was named as the 2018 re-
cipient of the Fran Pratt Award 
from Bridges Together, a national 
organization dedicated to pro-
moting intergenerational engage-
ment. 

Barbara is retiring in Decem-
ber and leaves Stagebridge know-
ing that she has made an impact 
on countless people’s lives.

“The most rewarding thing,” 
she says, “is seeing the joy in the 
kids – and in the seniors, too.” 

Stagebridge at 
The New Parkway
In more community news, 

Stagebridgers will share tales of 
life in “The Town” for a night of 
Stagebridge Storytelling: Oak-

land Tales at The New Parkway 
Theater in downtown Oakland. 
In celebration of National Story-
telling Month, it will be held on 
Wednesday, November 14 at 7:00 
p.m. RealTime Oakland is col-
laborating with Stagebridge for 
the month of November, and the 
event is a fundraiser. All dona-
tions (suggested donation $5-$10) 
will benefit Stagebridge. Addi-
tionally, donations from Real-
Time Oakland’s Thursday night 
yoga classes during November 
will also go to Stagebridge. Do 
something healthy and good for 
your body, soul, and community. 

For more information, see: 
www.realtimeoakland.org.

At-home entertainment and 
connection with community are 
offered in Stagebridge’s free 
monthly online/phone Story-

Stagebridge: Celebrating 40 years of creativity 

New second mortgage fills reverse mortgage “gap”

See STAGEBRIDGE on page 28

See HOLMGREN on page 28
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⊲   OPEN SUN 2-4:30PM   ⊳

5BR • 3BA • $1,389,000

Spacious, elegant Glen Highlands home on a quiet street with great floor plan, updated 
kitchen with stone counters, four bedrooms upstairs, attached two-car garage, and 
enormous, sunny level rear gardens! Conveniently located near Hwy 13/24 and Rockridge 
BART too. The perfect home awaits!

Take the video  tour at 621Mountain.com

CalBRE #01281543
O: 510.339.0400/331 | C: 510.698.2678

Dhiggins@grubbco.com | DaveJHiggins.com

David Higgins

621 MOUNTAIN BLVD, OAKLAND Some people prefer when 
they’re buying a home to have 
something completely new that 
is their own. If this is the case 
for you, maybe you’re consid-
ering buying a recently con-
structed home from a builder. 
Although, when doing so there 
are a few things to keep in 
mind. Read some of our tips for 
when it comes to buying from 
a builder.

There are some important 
questions to ask when viewing 
a newly constructed home with 
the builder. The first of those is 
to inquire which of the features 
are standard. It’s likely that they 
are showing you the best of all 
the homes, so they may expect 
to get a better price from you 
for that reason, but if some of 
the features are in each of the 
homes, why should you pay 
more for it?

Following this, you should 
find out the builders long-term 
goals for the community. May-
be you’ll want to find a differ-
ent area to buy in if they plan 
to build numerous subdivisions 
within the community. Addi-
tionally related to the home 
construction, you’ll want to find 
out the builders policy on war-
ranties. With new construction 
often they may offer a one year 
workmanship warranty and a 
10-year structural warranty, but 
it’s important to find this out 
from the beginning.

Lastly, consider asking 
about being put in touch with 
a past client. This can give you 
an idea on how the building will 
age over time. Overall, having 
your realtor communicate with 
the builder will be helpful, so 
contact them today.

Tips for buying new 
From a builder

⊲   JUST SOLD   ⊳

Originally offered at $2,595,000

Originally built in 1927 then recreated in 2009, this exceptional home offers gracious living 
in a coveted central Piedmont location. 

60 HAZEL LANE, PIEDMONT

CalBRE #01154961
O: 510.339.0400/215

 C: 510.821.2075
Scott@grubbco.com 

Mindy Scott
CalBRE #01928609
O: 510.339.0400/233
 C: 510.282.4231
Talley@grubbco.com 

Talley Scott
We had the pleaseure of representing the Sellers

⊲   OPEN SUN 2-4:30PM   ⊳

4+BR • 3BA • $1,995,000

Gracious Mid-Century design offers inviting open spaces enhanced by calm canyon vistas.  
Spectacular deck connects huge living room, dining room and spacious family room. Four 
bedrooms plus office, laundry and ample storage.

70 LA SALLE AVENUE, PIEDMONT

CalBRE #01154961
O: 510.339.0400/215

 C: 510.821.2075
Scott@grubbco.com 

Mindy Scott
CalBRE #01928609
O: 510.339.0400/233
 C: 510.282.4231
Talley@grubbco.com 

Talley Scott

telling Concert on Tuesday, No-
vember 27 at 3:00 p.m. Through 
partnership with Covia Well 
Connected, members can call 
or log in from home to www.
seniorcenterwithoutwalls.org to 
hear Stagebridge storytellers and 
participate in a post-concert chat 
afterward.  

Founded in 1978 by Dr. Stuart 
Kandell, Stagebridge is located 
at 2501 Harrison Street in the 
First Congregational Church of 
Oakland. For more information 
on Stagebridge’s award-winning 
creative aging programs, any 
of the Stagebridge events listed 
above, or to make a donation, vis-
it Stagebridge’s website at www.
stagebridge.org. Visit their Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/
stagebridgeseniortheatre. 

Stagebridge
Continued from page 25

tion and to maintain tax deduct-
ibility of mortgage interest.

For older homeowners who 
have low fixed rate mortgages 
and good cash flow, the new re-
verse second mortgage provides 
an interesting alternative to tra-
ditional mortgages and reverse 

mortgages to use home equity 
without higher mortgage pay-
ments.

John Holmgren is a Mortgage 
Advisor and Branch Manager of 
Holmgren & Associates (NMLS 
#293904). He can be contacted at 
john@MortgageHolmgren.com 
or 510-433-8809.

Holmgren
Continued from page 25

for our schools, a community lead-
er, longtime lawyer, and most im-
portantly -- a loving parent of four 
awesome and very different kids en-
rolled in all three levels of Piedmont 
schools. 

We are fortunate to have great 
schools in Piedmont, but we are 
facing many of the same issues chal-
lenging schools across the state. We 
face a teacher shortage and retention 
problems, budget shortfalls, and a 
national political climate that re-

quires us to educate our students not 
just about academics, but also about 
compassion, kindness and tolerance. 

Julie will listen to students, teach-
ers, families, staff and community 
members before policy decisions are 
made, and will work to find the right 
solution. She is uniquely prepared to 
ask the tough questions and deter-
mined to find the best answers for 
our community.  

Julie has the background and legal 
experience to help lead us forward. 
She has served in numerous com-
munity leadership roles related to the 
issues facing our district, including 

Vice Chair of the H1 Bond Citizens 
Oversight Commission and organiz-
er of the Let’s Talk workshops. Her 
two-decade career includes work as 
a law guardian for children, a public 
defender, a civil rights attorney, and 
a staff attorney for the U.S. District 
Court in San Francisco.

Julie is the right person at the 
right time -- and exactly the kind 
of leader we need on the Piedmont 
School Board.

Please join us and vote for Julie 
Caskey on November 6th!

- Frannie & Mike Cooley
Annie Reding & Ajay Krishnan
Kiel Murray & Phil Lorin  
Jodi & Gary Beasley 
Dawn & Dan Riordan 

Letters
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Post your ad in the

nancy@cmc-ads.com
Call (510) 626-2468 


