
Mondays, 10am-12pm                                  

Viewpoints with Bruce Bierman 

Mondays, 10am-12pm                                    

Singing with Scrumbly 

Mondays, 12:30pm-3:30pm                             

Playwriting with Anthony Clarvoe 

Mondays, 1pm-3pm                                            

Musical Theatre with Ellen Robinson &     

Bruce Bierman 

Mondays, 2pm-4pm                                            

Beginning Playback with Martin Holtz 

 

 

Tuesdays, 10am-12pm                                     

Joy of Dance with Bruce Bierman 

Tuesdays, 10am-12pm                                  

Singing with Scrumbly 

Tuesdays, 1pm-2pm                                          

Beginning Tap with Sam Weber 

Tuesdays, 2pm-3pm                                         

Intermediate Tap with Sam Weber 

Tuesdays, 3:15pm-4:45pm                             

Jazz & Broadway Harmony Chorus with       

Ellen Robinson 

Tuesdays, 3:20pm-5:20pm                               

Advanced Playback with Martin Holtz 

 

 

 

 

Wednesdays, 9:30am-11:30am                        

Acting with Shakespeare with Trish Tillman 

Wednesdays, 10am-1pm                               

Writing Full-Length Plays with Anthony      

Clarvoe 

Wednesdays, 10am-11:30am                           

Improv Games & Skills (Beginning) with Mona 

Thompson 

Wednesdays, 11:45am-1:15pm                        

Improv Performance Skills (Advanced) with 

Mona Thompson 

Wednesdays, 1:30pm-3:30pm                       

Long-Form Improv with Reid Davis 

 

 

 

Thursdays, 9:30am-11:30am 

Staged Reading with Trish Tillman 

Thursdays, 10am-12pm                                 

Singing with Scrumbly 

Thursdays, 1pm-3pm                                              

E.P.I.C. Intergenerational Storytelling with   

Olga Loya and Kirk Waller 

 

 

 

Fridays, 10am-12pm                                                  

America Retold with Jeanne Haynes 

Fridays, 1pm-3pm                                                    

Never Too Late with Joanne Grimm &   

Scrumbly 

SPRING 2018  

April 2-June 8 

All Stagebridge classes are located at the 

First Congregational Church of Oakland,   

2501 Harrison St. Oakland, CA 94612 

Register online at www.stagebridge.org 

Call us at 510-444-4755  

Workshops: 

March 19-20 and 26-27, 12-2                                       

Tap Time Step with Lucia Fanelli 

March 24, 9:30-11:30, 12-2, 2:30-4:30                           

Storytelling with Joel Ben Izzy, Nancy Wang, 

and Willy Claflin 



Viewpoints with Bruce Bierman 

10am-12pm, $200 

A fun, transformational experience of ensemble 

theater-making with award winning director/

choreographer Bruce Bierman. For the first hour 

we train together in an essential theater practice 

called 'Viewpoints,' an improvisational  game that 

expands the performer's awareness of Space, 

Rhythm, Vocals, Emotion, Music, Gesture and 

more. Then, we dive into the exciting process of 

ensemble theater making!  Students learn to   

create together in developing an original          

ensemble play based on agreed upon themes, 

found text, stories, or poetry. This class is         

appropriate for all levels—beginners welcome.  

 

Singing with Scrumbly 

10am-12pm, $200 

One of Stagebridge’s best-loved classes. For 

singers, both experienced and aspiring, who 

want to broaden their singing experience. The 

class features group warm-ups and work on  

technique, plus individual work with an emphasis 

on finding and developing the real singer in you. 

Students should bring a solo to work on, sheet 

music, or just lyrics for fairly well-known songs. 

Scrumbly is a popular and well-known pianist, 

singer, performer, teacher and the composer for 

many musicals, including several Stagebridge 

productions. Max 14 students  

 

Playwriting with Anthony Clarvoe 

12:30pm-3:30pm, $250 

In an open forum discussion, students share  

writing each week, receiving friendly feedback 

from the instructor and fellow students. Students 

will learn writing exercises and work towards 

short or full-length plays. Anthony Clarvoe is a 

veteran playwright whose award-winning works 

are produced across the country. His most recent 

play, Gunpowder Joe, was published by Broad-

way Play Publishing, featured in American Thea-

tre magazine, and will be excerpted in Smith & 

Kraus's upcoming The Best Men's Stage Mono-

logues 2017. Max 12 students  

 

Advanced Musical Theatre with  

Ellen Robinson & Bruce Bierman 

1pm-3pm, $250 

Join Ellen Robinson and Bruce Bierman for the 

beloved Broadway musical A Chorus Line. The 

Tony Award winning classic explores the inner 

lives and poignant ambitions of showbiz          

wanderers auditioning for a chance to be in a 

Broadway chorus line. The show features one 

powerhouse Marvin Hamlisch number after       

another including: One, What I Did For Love, At 

the Ballet, and Nothing. This class is designed for 

advanced students who would like to take their 

singing, harmonizing, dancing and acting skills to 

a new level - and all at the same time! Students 

who did not take this class in Winter 2018 need 

instructor permission to join. The class will culmi-

nate in a final performance in the June           

Showcase. 

 

Beg. & Intermediate Playback   

Theatre with Martin Holtz 

2pm-4pm, $200 

By popular demand—we’ve added a second  

session of Playback Theater. This class is       

designed for beginners, advanced beginners, 

and advanced students to act as mentors to new-

comers in a smaller class size. Playback Theatre 

transforms audience members’ stories into       

theatre pieces right on the spot through spoken 

improvisation, movement and ritual. In this class 

participants will experience warm-up games, 

short forms and story improvisation techniques 

that capture the essence of this interactive art 

form. Fun, challenging and meaningful!  

MONDAY CLASSES meet April 2 - June 4 



Joy of Dance with Bruce Bierman 

10am-12pm, $200 

Everybody can dance! Join a supportive circle of 

'movers and shakers' as we wake up our bodies, 

minds and happy endorphins. Each class begins 

with a gentle warm-up, exploring Flowing,    

Staccato, Chaotic, Lyrical and Still rhythms 

and shapes. Fun dance improvisations tap into 

each mover's creativity and authentic movement. 

Then, we tickle the left brain with a new piece of 

choreography each week. Choreographed    

dances are often from the World Folk and Broad-

way dance repertory. Please wear shoes and 

clothing appropriate for dancing. All levels       

welcome and encouraged!  Max 12 students 

 

Singing with Scrumbly 

10am-12pm, $200 

One of Stagebridge’s best-loved classes. For 

singers, both experienced and aspiring, who want 

to broaden their singing experience. The class 

features group warm-ups and work on technique, 

plus individual work with an emphasis on finding 

and developing the real singer in you. Students 

should bring a solo to work on, sheet music, or 

just lyrics for fairly well-known songs. Scrumbly is 

a popular and well-known pianist, singer,        

performer, teacher and the composer for many 

musicals, including several Stagebridge           

productions. Max 14 students  

 

Beginning & Intermediate Tap with 

Sam Weber 

1pm-2pm (Beg.), 2pm-3pm (Int.) $125/one 

$200/both 

Beginning: An introduction to the sounds and 

routines of tap popularized by Fred Astaire, Elea-

nor Powell, Ann Miller, Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, 

Gene Kelly and Gregory Hines.  

 

Intermediate: Learn how to add sounds to the 

basic steps, creating faster and more intricate 

rhythms. Sam Weber, tap dancer, works           

internationally as a performer, master teacher, 

and choreographer. A protégé of San Francisco 

tap master Stan Kahn, he is the winner of         

numerous awards, including the New York Dance 

Critics’ “Bessie” and, in July, 2017, the “Hoofer’s 

Award,” given by the American Tap Dance    

Foundation.  

 

Jazz & Broadway Harmony      

Chorus with Ellen Robinson 

3:15pm-4:45pm, $175 

Join jazz vocalist Ellen Robinson for an exciting 

adventure in to the world of harmony! This is a 

class for experienced singers who want to take 

on Broadway tunes and jazz standards in 3 and 4 

part harmony. Singers need to be able read     

music and hold their own while singing harmony. 

We’ll address how to improve your vocal       

technique, blend with other singers and further 

your knowledge of music theory. Permission of 

the instructor is needed before taking this class.  

 

Advanced Playback Theatre with 

Martin Holtz 

3:20pm-5:20pm, $200 

Playback Theatre transforms audience members’ 

stories into theatre pieces right on the spot 

through spoken improvisation, movement and 

ritual. Participants will experience warm-up 

games, short forms and  improvisation tech-

niques that capture the essence of this interactive 

art form. This advanced class gives students pos-

sibilities to perform throughout the community. 

Martin Holtz is a founding member and associate 

director of the Bay Area Playback Theatre. Reg-

istration   priority for advanced students who 

have previously taken Playback Theatre at 

Stagebridge. Max. 12 students.  

TUESDAY CLASSES meet April 3 - June 5 



Acting with Shakespeare with 

Trish Tillman 

9:30am-11:30am, $200 

Take a trip back in time to Renaissance England, 

and become actors in a Shakespearean theater 

company. We will re-create the seating of the 

Globe Theater, encourage patrons to boo and 

cheer, and have an awfully good time unraveling 

and knitting up the language, moods, characters, 

and tricks that the good William Shakespeare still 

offers 400 years after his death. This spring, to 

leap into a fine mix of comedy and drama that 

still has repercussions today, we will explore the 

powerful play The Merchant of Venice. Our ac-

tors’ tools of physical and emotional expressive-

ness will be honed through playful exercises, 

thoughtful and creative discussion, and original 

interpretation of characters. At the end of the 

session, we will perform our selected scenes. No 

previous acting or Shakespeare experience nec-

essary; but lots of goodwill is! No memorization 

required either; the words will be your friends and 

guides. Huzzah! Max 16 students/class 
 

Writing Full-Length Plays with  

Anthony Clarvoe 

10am-1pm, $250 

By popular demand! For writers who are interest-

ed in working in greater depth on longer-form 

plays. Lecture, discussion, and exercise-based 

instruction in dramatic craft. This class comple-

ments and may be taken concurrently with Play-

writing (Mondays). Anthony Clarvoe is a veteran 

playwright whose award-winning works are pro-

duced across the country. His most recent play, 

Gunpowder Joe, was published by Broadway 

Play Publishing, featured in American Theatre 

magazine, and will be excerpted in Smith & 

Kraus's upcoming The Best Men's Stage Mono-

logues 2017. Max 12 students/class 

 

 

 

Improv Games & Skills 

(Beginning) with Mona Thompson 

10am-11:30am, $175 

Build your muscles of spontaneity, character-

work, attention, and storytelling in this fun course. 

This class is great for students who have never 

improvised as well as seasoned improvisers who 

want to keep playing games and improving their 

skills. Max 16 students/class 

 

Improv Performance Skills 

(Advanced) with Mona Thompson 

11:45am-1:15pm, $175 

This class is for students with an improvisation 

background who are looking to take their perfor-

mance skills to the next level. In this class, you'll 

expand your scene work skills, get more individu-

alized feedback, and experiment with new improv 

performance formats. Max 14 students/class 

 

Long-Form Improv                       

with Reid Davis 

1:30pm-3:30pm, $200 

Students will explore character development, cre-

ate comic scenarios, practice physical improvisa-

tion, and more and then map the plot of their own 

play. The class will culminate in an invited perfor-

mance of their work, performed live as long-form 

improv. Max 14 students/class 

WEDNESDAY CLASSES meet April 4-June 6 



Staged Reading with Trish Tillman 

9:30am-11:30am, $200 

Enjoy acting in a delightful spring staged reading 

of one-acts by David Ives, master of language 

and wordplay.  He is known for  his 

"enchanting…  incisively intelligent and side-

splittingly funny" series of one act plays, including 

full-length plays Don Juan in Hell and Venus in 

Fur.  Beneath the comedy, universal truths also 

lurk about us: how we act, how we dream and 

aspire, and how we thwart ourselves.  Every play 

has a small cast (two-four actors only) so we en-

sure full parts for everyone. Bring your silly, bring 

your serious, and bring your commitment to open 

your mind and heart to these wonderful acting 

gifts of plays. Max 12 students/class 

 

Singing with Scrumbly 

10am-12pm, $200 

One of Stagebridge’s best-loved classes. For 

singers, both experienced and aspiring, who want 

to broaden their singing experience. The class 

features group warm-ups and work on technique, 

plus individual work with an emphasis on finding 

and developing the real singer in you. Students 

should bring a solo to work on, sheet music, or 

just lyrics for fairly well-known songs. Scrumbly is 

a popular and well-known pianist, singer,        

performer, teacher and the composer for many 

musicals, including several Stagebridge           

productions. Max 14 students  

 

 

 

 

 

 

E.P.I.C. Intergenerational                      

Storytelling with Olga Loya  

1pm-3pm, $200 

This class will focus on telling stories to children 

in the classroom. Through workshop, exercises 

and practical application, students will learn sto-

rytelling techniques specific to younger audienc-

es (How to engage students, developing charac-

ters, call and response/audience participation, 

learn group and crowd management techniques 

pertaining to children and more). Students will 

also learn the value of listening to stories and 

connecting with mature storytellers. Max 14      

students/class 

 

E.P.I.C. Storytelling for               

Performance with Kirk Waller  

1pm-3pm, $200 

This class will focus on telling stories to children 

in the classroom. Through workshop , exercises 

and practical application, students will learn sto-

rytelling techniques specific to younger audienc-

es (How to engage students, developing charac-

ters, call and response/audience participation, 

learn group and crowd management techniques 

pertaining to children and more). Students will 

also learn the value of listening to stories and 

connecting with mature storytellers. Max 14     

students/class 

 

 

All Stagebridge classes are located at the 

First Congregational Church of Oakland,   

2501 Harrison St. Oakland, CA 94612 

Contact us at (510) 444-4755 or                              

info@stagebridge.org 

THURSDAY CLASSES meet January 11 - March 15 



The Art of Storytelling: America 

Retold in Times Unseen with 

Jeanne Haynes 

10am-12pm, $200 

More stories that let the light come in 

Once again, as part of The Marsh Times        

Unseen project, we will develop stories focusing 

on the country’s political divide. But appropriately 

enough for our Spring session - with its theme 

America Retold - we will focus on activation sto-

ries with their ring of hope. It has been said that 

this unique current upheaval environment offers 

“access to reset buttons.” In the Fall session, 

America Untold featured stories of how specific 

issues were negatively affecting us. Now we will 

focus on: Building Bridges: talking, listening and 

telling with respect stories from people on the 

other side; and Becoming Involved: stories about 

the splendid things, no matter how large or small, 

in which people are doing something in the prob-

lematic arenas of gun control, racism, immigra-

tion, public education, LBGT concerns, anti war 

issues, arts support, voter registration/

canvassing, health care, childcare, women’s right 

to choose/MeToo, the homeless, the elderly and 

the disabled - concerns exacerbated by the cur-

rent Administration’s policies and reduced fund-

ing. Our Spring Class Showcase is booked for 

the evening of June 12 on the Berkeley Marsh 

Main Stage. Our Fall Showcase in December at 

this premiere venue was a smashing storytelling 

success with an overflow crowd. Maximum 12 

experienced tellers 

 

 

 

 

Never Too Late with Joanne 

Grimm & Scrumbly 

1pm-3pm, $175 

The production tours to senior centers and        

residences, health fairs, community and special 

events. Spring 2018 registration is open to      

continuing members only.   

 

Time Step Tap Workshop with    

Lucia Fanelli 

Monday-Tuesday March 19 & 20 and March 26

-27, 12-2pm, $100 

We are excited to offer a Tap Workshop 

with Lucia Fanelli during our 2018 Spring Break. 

We have all heard of a "Time Step." We may 

even have been taught one in a dance class as a 

child.  Did you know there is more than one?  We 

will focus on learning approximately 16 of them 

which include varying styles of singles, doubles, 

triples, off-beats, toe taps, heel toe taps, cramp 

rolls, broken time steps and more if possi-

ble!  Each class will begin with technique to pre-

pare us for time steps and then apply the tech-

nique to actual time steps!  In addition, a fun, 

easy to dance tap routine to Jackie Wilson's Baby 

Workout will be taught!  The workshop is sched-

uled Mondays and Tuesdays from 12:00 to 2:00 

pm for two weeks (March 19 & 20 and March 26 

& 27).  Students from Advanced Beginning to Be-

ginning Intermediate Levels welcome.  Students 

must be able to execute shuffles, flaps, flap 

changes, shuffle hop steps and flap ball changes 

comfortably.  We encourage you to enjoy yourself 

by participating in this rare opportunity to be able 

to continue to dance with Lucia and learn more 

than one time step!  

FRIDAY CLASSES meet January 12 - March 16 



Mondays, 10am-12pm        

Viewpoints with                          

Bruce Bierman, $200 

Mondays, 10am-12pm        

Singing with Scrumbly, 

$200 

Mondays, 12:30pm-3:30pm 

Playwriting with                                 

Anthony Clarvoe, $250 

Mondays, 1pm-3pm               

Musical Theatre with Ellen 

Robinson & Bruce Bierman, 

$250 

Mondays, 2pm-4pm                

Beginning Playback with    

Martin Holtz, $200 

Tuesdays, 10am-12pm                   

Joy of Dance with                         

Bruce Bierman, $200 

Tuesdays, 10am-12pm                

Singing with Scrumbly, 

$200 

Tuesdays, 1pm-2pm                       

Beginning Tap with                         

Sam Weber, $125 

Tuesdays, 2pm-3pm                          

Intermediate Tap with                  

Sam Weber, $125 

Beg. & Int. Tap, $200 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesdays, 3:15pm-4:45pm   

Jazz & Broadway           

Harmony Chorus with Ellen 

Robinson, $175 

Tuesdays, 3:20pm-5:20pm    

Advanced Playback with            

Martin Holtz, $200 

Wednesdays, 9:30am-11:30am        

Acting with Shakespeare 

with Trish Tillman, $200 

Wednesdays, 10am-1pm     

Writing Full-Length Plays  

with Anthony Clarvoe, $250 

Wednesdays, 10am-11:30am 

Improv Games & Skills 

(Beginning) with Mona 

Thompson, $175 

Wednesdays, 11:45am-1:15pm                                              

Improv Performance Skills 

(Advanced) with Mona   

Thompson, $175 

Beg. and Adv. Improv, 

$300 

Wednesdays, 1:30pm-3:30pm 

Long-Form Improv with 

Reid Davis, $200 

Thursdays, 9:30am-11:30am        

Staged Reading with Trish 

Tillman, $200 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursdays, 10am-12pm      

Singing with Scrumbly, 

$200 

Thursdays, 1pm-3pm       

E.P.I.C. Storytelling for       

Performance with Olga Loya, 

$200  

Thursdays, 1pm-3pm       

E.P.I.C. Storytelling for       

Performance with Kirk Waller, 

$200 

Fridays, 10am-12pm               

Art of Storytelling with 

Jeanne Haynes, $200 

Fridays, 1pm-3pm                        

Never Too Late with        

Joanne Grimm & Scrumbly, 

$175 

Monday-Tuesday, March 19-20 

and 26-27, 12-2                            

Time Step Tap Workshop 

with Lucia Fanelli $100 

 

Saturday, March 24                         

9:30-11:30 Storytelling with  

Joel Ben Izzy                               

12-2 Storytelling with Nancy 

Wang                                           

2:30-4:30 Storytelling with  

Willy Claflin 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME: ____________________________________ PHONE: ______________________________ 

ADDRESS: _________________________________ EMAIL: ______________________________ 

I HAVE READ STAGEBRIDGE’S ENROLLMENT POLICY:  

___________________________DATE: ______________ 
Spring Classes Run                               

April 2-June 8 

 

 

 

 



Emergency Contact Information  

Name:__________________________________________ Relationship: 

__________________________________  

Home Phone: (______) ____________________________ Cell Phone: (______) 

____________________________  

Do you have any medical conditions that you would like Stagebridge to be 

aware of?  

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________  

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________  

Media Release Form  

I, the undersigned, do hereby grant permission to Stagebridge to post my story, photo, 

or other item, hereinafter referred to as “Materials,” I submit to and for Stagebridge’s 

website, newsletters, Facebook account, and any and all published materials. I here-

by release you, your representative, employees, managers, members, officers, parent 

companies, sub-sidiaries, and directors, from all claims and demands arising out of or 

in connection with any use of said “Materials,” in-cluding, without limitation, all claims 

for invasion of privacy, infringement of my right of publicity, defamation and any oth-er 

personal and/or property rights. I acknowledge and agree that no sums whatsoever 

will be due to me as a result of the use and/or exploitation of the “Materials” or any 

rights therein.  

____________________________________________________________________ 

NAME     DATE      SIGNATURE  

Class 1 Amount   Scholarship  

Class 2 Amount  Credits  

Class 3 Amount  Gift Cert.  

Class 4 Amount  Discounts  

Class 5 Amount    

Additional Fee    

Total Class   Total Discount  

Total Due    

Balance Payment 1 

  

Balance Payment 2 

  

Balance  Payment 3 

  

Balance Payment 4 

  


